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Molly and George Kicking Woman are Blackfeet elders today. Their

lodge will be-described as an example. Their lodge is eighteen (18)

feet in size which is one of the larger lodges. Their lodge was given to

them in 1948. An old man painted it for them. He painted it yellow and

red. The 6riginal lodge became too otd and it was buried in a lake near

Little Badger. When their lodge was,buried they took it to the lake and

put rocks on it-and let it sink to the bottom.

The design on their lodge represents a typical Blackfeet way of ob-

taining a design. This old man gav€ them this lodge. He was hunting

and wenl south. He stopped by the river and went to sleep to rest. The
next day he got up early to start his journey. He was met by a black

deer. First it was the male deer that said, "You are so kind. We are

scared of everybody and the birds and animals travelling on the
ground, but you have helped us. I really appreciate your help. You

don't want to do anything to harm us. Someday you put me some
place where I can be seen." Soon thenfemale deer came and said, "Put

me somewhere you can see me, too." On the lodge the male deer has

antlers and is painted black and is on the left side of the Jront of the
lodge. The female deer is on the right side and she is gray. The arrow

on the deer represents the throat. The heart is represented by the

heart shape on the body. The two red circles on the back represent

the kidneys. The rings around the legs are where hunters cut when

they have killed a deer for food.

The lodge has a red bottom with representations of mountains,
lakes and rocks. On the flap of the lodge are seven circles represent-

ing the Big Dipper and the Little Dipper and the stars. ln the back is a
butterfly symbol. The sky is red and so is the top of their lodge. Apanii

was a symbol that brought good dreams to the people in the lodge.

The symbol often had a buffalo tail attached to it.



丁o put upitぃ e10dge two pole,夕 on each end 6f the lodge were lald

down to rneasure the size ofit.丁 hey are tied together and ereCted t。

make a fOundation forthe other poles to be placed around.A total of

1 8 poles are used forthis size lodge.Each pole is carefv‖ y lald dOWn

and spreadぃ a certain distance frorrl each other.丁 he last pole is put

between th6 back support poles.丁 he lodge is tied to this pole and

then wrapped around the olher pOles. Pins arl used in the front tO

cOnnect´ the lodge tOgether.‐ Pegs are used fOrthe bottom t6 na‖ 、it tO

the ground.丁 he lodge has tWO flaps;they are attached to a pole and

adiuSted to the wind and air.  .｀

When entering the 10dge,one rnust step in first With their left foot.lt

used to be where men WOuld use the leftfoot and women used the

dght foot when ente‖ ng the lodge.丁he furnishinOs inSide Make the

lodge a cornfortable place to liVe.Backrests rnade of vvi‖owS are used

atthe end ofthe bOds.Lodge linings are tied to the wa‖ of the 10dge

inside to insuiate and keep outthe cold alr.They are usua‖
y painted

with co10rful designs.The Blackfeet used to Carry clothing and fOOd in

parfleches or suitcases.丁 hey were made Of rawhide and painted on

the outside.ln the middle ofthe 19dge a ireplace was puin.Buffa10

hides were used for warrrlth and cornfort.

George and Mo‖y Kicking Woman wanted to share thOirlodge story

with you because itis a Blackfeet tradition not being passed dOWn to

6ther generations.丁 hey w‖l teach thelr children and grandchildren

what they know and hope that this Will be a continuous prOCess.

George is 76 years of age and Molly is 70.Georgeis Blackfeet name is

N:ookSkaannaa (丁 hree Guns)and MO‖ y's Blackfeet namё  iS

Komihkinni(Round Head)「 丁hey were g市en their names wh9n they

were Ch‖ dren by their old people.
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THE STORY ABOUT MY LODGE DESIGN.
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